COLOSSIANS #21  (9-3-13)                                                                                  COL. 1, pg. 25
All believers are fit for heaven but not all are fit / qualified to receive an inheritance in heaven.

Romans 8:16-17   The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,  17) and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.
2 TYPES OF INHERITANCE in this verse: 
1. All believers become heirs of God when they by believe the gospel. It requires no works.
Galatians 4:6-7   Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"   7) Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.
2. Not all believers are fellow heirs with Christ. That is only a potential, it requires the production of good works and enduring suffering until the end of one’s life.     
Colossians 3:23-24   Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, 24) knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance …   

Hebrews 6:11-12   And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end,  12) so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

Hebrews 10:35-36   Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great 
reward.  36) For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised  [rewards, decorations, crowns, privileges].
James 2:5    Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? 

“The key to obtaining this future inheritance is to fix one’s attention on the glories  of this future age and live one’s life in the present in the hopes of hearing the Matter’s “Well done!”… Peter exhorts his readers to persevere in trials, avoid being conformed to this world, and live holy lives. If we do this, we will grow in respect to salvation.” 

Joseph Dillow, Final Destiny, (Paniym Group Inc. 2012) p. 216
Romans 8:16-17  … and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.
SUFFERING and INHERITING

Notice that suffering is linked to inheritance and is one of the qualifications in order to be glorified with Christ meaning that we’ll receive great rewards and decorations. To suffer with Him can be reworded “to suffer for Him”. 
No one likes to suffer. Some suffering cannot be avoided such as sickness or accidents while other types of suffering can. In today’s post-modern society, anyone who makes a dogmatic assertion based on the Bible will probably come under some form of verbal attack. People will try to humiliate you and make you feel like an outcast, a weirdo, or a fool. They may mock you, laugh at you, and talk about you behind your back. 

All of this can be avoided by keeping your mouth shut and not taking a Biblical stand about anything controversial. Also, if you never witness to anyone and never invite anyone to church, you never have to suffer their rejection.

Each of us believers has a choice to make. We can choose to go through life avoiding the kind of suffering that is avoidable like suffering for Christ, or we can choose to stand firm for Him, for righteousness, and to suffer the consequences.  The question is, “Is it worth it?”
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Romans 8:18    For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
1 Peter 3:14    But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. and do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled... 

2 Corinthians 4:16-17    Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.  17) For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,
2 Timothy 2:12   If we endure, we will also reign with Him; if we deny Him, He also will deny us  [rewards ! ];
1 Peter 4:12-14   Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you;  13) but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.  14) If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.

Romans 8:18    For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
There should be no fear in the believer’s mind concerning suffering because we have the following promise from God for those who are filled with the H.S.

1 Corinthians 10:13    No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted  [tested]  beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

TESTS OF PROGRESS:   Every school has occasional tests or examinations to determine the progress of the students. Although these are oftentimes dreaded, they are indispensable when it comes to our future. We sometimes complain under trial because we do not see the need or the rewards that lie ahead that we would if we would keep building up our confidence, keep perseve-ring through suffering, keep from being distracted, and keep our eyes on the prize. But God says:
1 Peter 1:3-5   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4) to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5) who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time  [glorious 2nd Advent].  

COLOSSIANS #22  (9-5-13)          POWER POINT
                                  KEY BIBLICAL WORDS WITH DUAL MEANINGS
                                   
Positional:   DEPENDS ENTIRELY     
Experiential: DEPENDS ON MAN’S WORK 



                             ON GOD’S WORK
Overcome the World
Positional:  1 John 5:5 
Experiential:  Rev. 2:7, 3:21, 21:7
Inheritance
Positional:  Gal. 4:6-7, Rm. 8:16-17a 
Experiential:  Rm. 8:17b, Col. 3:23-24
Saved               
Positional:  Eph. 2:8-9, Titus 3:5 
Experiential:  1 Tim. 2:15, 1 Cor. 15:2
Eternal Life  
Positional:  Jn 3:16, Rm. 6:23 
Experiential:  Rm. 2:7, Gal. 6:8
Justified
Positional:  Rm. 3:24-28, Gal. 2:16
Experiential:  Rm. 2:13, Jm 2:21-24 Sanctified 
Positional:  Acts 26:18, Heb. 13:12    
Experiential:  2 Tim. 2:21, Jn 17:17

Righteousness
Positional:  Rm. 4:5, Gal. 3:6     
Experiential:  Rm. 6:16, 1 Tim. 6:11 

Son                      
Positional:  Gal. 3:26, Rm. 8:15-19 
Experiential:  Mt. 5:44-45, Rm. 8:14

Heirs  
Positional:  Gal. 4:7, Eph. 3:6   
Experiential:  Heb. 11:7, Ja 2:5

Dual Meanings to Key Biblical Words:
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1. POSITIONAL  at salvation   & EXPERIENTIAL, after salvation
2. PHASE 1    What happens the moment of salvation
    PHASE 2    What happens in time from salvation till death
    PHASE 3    What happens in eternity


3. TOP CIRCLE  at salvation  & BOTTOM CIRCLE, after salvation

4. SALVIFIC eternal salvation /  NON-SALVIFIC, deliverance in time
5. What God Does For Us When We Believe The Gospel
    What We Do In Time After We Are Eternally Saved:
a. Obey God, avoid a wasted life and divine discipline 

b. Grow in grace and knowledge, reap rewards
WE RECEIVED ETERNAL SALVATION IN A MOMENT OF TIME
 
Positional,  Phase 1, Top Circle, Salvific 
       It’s an accomplish fact, a done deal
       God did all the work
       All believers guaranteed to inhabit heaven
WE CAN BE DELIVERED FROM DIVINE DISCIPLINE & 
REAP TEMPORAL & ETERNAL REWARDS & BLESSINGS
  
Experiential,  Phase 2, Bottom Circle, Non-Salvific

This is only a potential
       When we work, God helps us to accomplish His plan
       We must endure till the end or lose out on rewards    
Believers with + Volition will be winners in time & eternity    
Believers with – Volition will lose out in time & eternity
COLOSSIANS #23  (9-10-13)
1 Peter 1:6-7   In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7) so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
“Let us realize the need of trials, and the value of steadfast faith and patience to secure God’s purpose of blessing.”  Alfred S. Loizeaux, Tod’s School and Other Papers (1940) p. 21

We are God’s children and He is responsible for all of our spiritual and material needs. His love is manifested by His desire to see us advance to spiritual maturity and to overcome distractions and 
trials so that we can enjoy intimate fellowship with Him and someday be glorified with His Son.
 “The Bible explains suffering and reveals powerful divine assets for coping with adversity. No believer in Jesus Christ needs to remain ignorant of the causes and solutions to any diffi-culty in his life. Suffering is not inexplicable. Every instance of suffering has a reason and an explanation.”    R. B. Thieme Jr., Christian Suffering, p. 1
Knowing the purpose of suffering helps us to endure it.  Endurance is crucial ! 

COLOSSIANS #24  (9-12-13)   Review Dual Meanings Power Point shown above
No believer can endure severe adversity apart from thinking divine viewpoint. 
Prayer and applying doctrine to our circumstances is how we endure. 
God has designed suffering to be a blessing for believers. It is during trying times that we are closest to God and appreciate Him the most.
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Inhabiting heaven and inheriting heaven are not the same. Unfortunately, most believers know very little or nothing about the tremendous “conditional” inheritance God wants to give them.
Lacking this knowledge means that they don’t have the motivation and inspiration they need to stand firm for truth and righteousness and the attendant suffering that goes with it. In other words, it’s just not worth it.

Colossians 1:11-12  … Strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously 12) giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light. 

A "saint" is a person who has believed the gospel and is now “in Christ”.  He or she is set apart unto God forever or “sanctified”. The moment we are born again, we become a saint. 

It takes time to take on the characteristics of a saint as we grow spiritually. Sometimes we may not be very saintly even though we are a saint. As we grow, we become more saintly.

COLOSSIANS #25  (9-17-13)
 The "light" is the spiritual sphere into which the Lord transformed us from the authority of darkness.
John 8:12   ... Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life."

Matthew 5:14-16    "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  15) "Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  16) "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
Ephesians 5:8   ... for you were formerly darkness  [unbelievers],  but now you are light in the Lord  [permanently, positionally];  walk as children of light  [as much as possible experientially];
 2 Corinthians 6:14    Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? 
Colossians 1:13-14   For He  [GTF] delivered us from the domain  [power] of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14) in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Delivered, RUOMAI (v. ami; to rescue from danger, save, rescue, deliver or preserve. 

The aorist tense means that we were delivered or rescued in a moment of time; it wasn’t a process, it was an event.

The middle voice means that God was benefited when He freely provided our deliverance from Satan’s domain. It brought Him glory to do such a selfless, gracious act.

The indicative mood means that our deliverance was not just a potential or possibility, it was a reality.

We were delivered from Satan’s kingdom of darkness when we placed our faith in Jesus Christ.
1 Peter 2:9   But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

Darkness is not only without God, it is rebellion against God we have been delivered from.  

Domain, EXOUSIA n. gsf;

“this word has seven meanings. Here it refers to “one who bears ruling authority, transcendent rulers and functionaries: powers of the spirit world “ 
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William Arndt, Frederick W. Danker, and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 353.
God rescued us from the authority of Satan so we are no longer under his evil rule. There is no doubt that Satan has power, but he no longer has jurisdiction over us now because we belong to God. Satan’s authority has been broken so we don’t have to obey him any longer.

There is no middle ground between the diabolical kingdom of Satan and the divine Kingdom of God. We are either in one kingdom or the other. There is no progression between the two kingdoms. God conveys us into His Kingdom instantaneously, immediately, and permanently!

Darkness is the thought pattern of all who are unbelievers and all believers who are negative towards Bible doctrine. We have been rescued from the dictatorship of darkness which is charac-terized by confusion. 

This is why we are commanded to have a new thought pattern, a thought pattern compatible with our new authority. Believers who reject Bible doctrine continue to think like they still live under the dictatorship of Satan and they behave just like unbelievers. They prove that believers can live in darkness even though they have been transferred into Christ’s Kingdom.  

The challenge for us is to obey the command found in Eph. 5:8. 

Ephesians 5:7-10   Therefore do not be partakers with them.  8) for you were formerly darkness  [unbelievers],  but now you are light in the Lord  [believers];  walk  [v. psm]   as children of light   9) (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10) finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.
FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT:  Galatians 5:22-23  … love, joy, peace, patience [longsuffering], kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23) gentleness, self-control [temperance];
COLOSSIANS #26  (9-19-13)
Colossians 1:13-14    For He delivered us from the domain  [power] of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14) in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Transferred,  METHISTEMI v. aai; to transfer from one place to another.  
The following is a part of what Paul said to King Agrippa about what God had told him.

Acts 26:17-18  … delivering you  [Paul]  from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you,  18) to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, in order that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.
May turn, EPISTREPHO, v. aai; to change one’s mind or course of action; turn.
Have been sanctified, HAGIAZO, part. rp; include a person in the inner circle of what is holy; consecrate, dedicate, set apart, or sanctify.
Notice that this is yet another verse that states a purpose God has for believers after they have been transferred from the kingdom of Satan to the Kingdom of God’s blessed Son. 
That purpose is to receive the phenomenal inheritance He has prepared for us.

Acts 20:32   And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

The Kingdom of His beloved Son…  There are two spiritual kingdoms of the regenerate. 
TWO KINGDOMS OF REGENERATES:                                
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1. The former one is Israel. Christ is the King of the regenerate of Israel from Abraham to the cross. 

2. The regenerate of the Church Age of this present time is the other Kingdom referenced in this context . Christ is the ruler of the regenerate of the world from Pentecost to the Rapture. 

Colossians 1:13-14    For He delivered us from the domain [power] of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14) in whom we have  [v.pai]  redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
Redemption,  APOLUTROSIS sn. asf; buying back a slave or a captive, i.e. ‘making him free’ by payment of a ransom. This points to God’s essence to His +Righteousness & Justice.
This is the strongest word for redemption in the Bible. It means to buy a slave back from captivity here. We were slaves to sin and Satan’s kingdom of darkness, but God purchased our freedom and the price was Jesus’ spiritual death on the cross. 

We use the word “redeem” in association with pawn brokers. If we pawn our ring, then later want it back, we must pay the redemption price.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20    Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  20) For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
If you have a KJV or a NKJV, the phrase has been added, “through His blood”.
This phrase is not in the NASV but is in the NKJV because of a discrepancy in a few manuscripts. It is not found in the following Greek texts:
Analytical Greek New Testament  by Friberg

Nestle-Aland Greek New Testament, 27th Edition

The Texts of the Earliest Greek N.T. Manuscripts 
“Through His blood” is found in Textus Receptus  … εν ω εχομεν την απολυτρωσιν δια του αιματος αυτου την αφεσιν των αμαρτιων
The added phrase in the NKJV does not change the meaning in any way as we see in another verse that is very similar to Col. 1:14
Ephesians 1:7    In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;  (see apparatus PP)


COLOSSIANS #27  (10-3-13)

The forgiveness of sins… The question many ask is, “Am I forgiven for all sins, past, present and future? Most sins? Or some sins?” What would you say to a JW who believes that Christ’s death on the cross only paid for the sins up to the point when you believe the gospel? They contend that He did not pay for the sins committed after you believed the gospel. 

(KJV) Romans 3:25   … whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission [disregard, letting go] of sins that are past, through the forbearance  [toleration, clemency]  of God;
(NASV) Romans 3:25 … whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God. He PASSED OVER the sins previously committed; 

O.T. saints were forgiven for their sins even though Christ had not yet paid for them on the cross. The sacrifice of animals could temporarily cover sins, but they could never permanently atone for them. 
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Psalm 32:1   A Psalm of David. A Maskil. How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered!  [until Christ actually took their punishment on Himself]
God was just to forbear/put on hold the judgment for the sins of O.T. believers because He anticipated the death of Christ on the cross that would satisfy His righteous standards. 

This was written after the cross to point out that God was faithful to His promise of providing a Savior who would take away the sins of the world.

The context does not relate to past sins of individuals living in the Church Age and to allege that Christ paid for only the sins we committed before we believed the gospel is unbiblical and makes no sense whatsoever. Here are a few verses that show that Christ’s atonement on the cross paid for the sins of all the sins of all mankind.

2 Corinthians 5:19  ... namely, that God was in Christ 

reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

Romans 8:1  Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

Mark 3:28   Truly I say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they utter;

1 John 1:7   … but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

COLOSSIANS #28  (10-8-13)   
Review Rom.3:25;  God the Father covered or passed over O.T. believers’ sins previously committed until Jesus Christ could pay their penalty.
In the Greek, verses 15-20 is one sentence of 145 words translated into English in the NASV.
Colossians 1:15   He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
Image,  EIKON n.nsf; This word has three meanings in the Greek:

· An object shaped to resemble the form or appearance of something; likeness; portrait. 

· That which has the same form as something else; living image and not a crafted object as in #1 above
· That which represents something else in terms of basic form and features; form; appearance. 

EIKŌN means the very substance or essential embodiment of something or someone. Christ is the perfect resemblance and representation of God.

Hebrews 1:3   And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power.

“Jesus said, ‘Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father’, John 14:9. Anyone who saw Christ, the visible manifestation of the invisible God, has thereby ‘seen’ God indirectly. For ‘no one has ever seen God, but God the only Son … has made Him known’, John 1:18.” 
Norman L. Geisler, "Colossians" , in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), Col 1:15.
COLOSSIANS #29  (10-10-13)
Colossians 1:15    He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation...
THE INVISIBLE GOD… God the Father and God the Holy Spirit are invisible, John 4:24. 

John 4:24a   God is spirit …
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John 1:18    No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. 

John 4:12    No one has seen God at any time … 
 “In 1845, in the First Baptist Church of Augusta, Georgia, the Southern Baptist Convention was organized. As a tribute to the faith of the founding fathers, the church placed this inscription in the building: ‘Men who see the invisible, hear the inaudible, believe the incredible, and think the unthinkable!’ ” 
Paul Lee Tan, Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations: Signs of the Times (Garland, TX: Bible Communications, Inc., 1996).

If one would not believe in God unless he saw Him, he would never believe because God The Father and the Holy Spirit are spirit beings and Jesus Christ is not on earth.

“The Christian is a citizen of two worlds, the earthly and the heavenly… Because he is a citizen of two worlds, he must learn how to walk by faith in a world that is governed by sight. Like Moses, a believer must see the invisible if he is to overcome the pull of the world (Heb. 11:24–27). Practical man says, ‘Seeing is believing!’ But the man of faith replies, ‘Believing is seeing!’ “

 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 308.

Hebrews 11:24-27    By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter;  25) choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin;  26) considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.  27) By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen.

One does not need to see in order to believe, but one must hear in order to be saved.

Romans 10:17    So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Colossians 1:3-6    We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,  4) since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints;  5) because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel,  6) which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth;

Luke 16:29-31  “Abraham said to him  [the rich man], 'They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.'  30) And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.'  31) But he said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.' "

1 Corinthians 1:18    For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

1 Thessalonians 2:13    For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.

When Jesus told the woman at the well all about her history of marriage and who He was, she believed He was the Messiah. When she ran to the village and told the people, they also believed because of what He said: 

John 4:41   And many more believed because of His word;

John 9:39-41    And Jesus said, "For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see  [know they need salvation]  may see   [may receive salvation];  and that those who see  
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 [don’t think they need salvation]  may become blind  [recognize they need salvation or remain condemned]."  

Christ’s coming into the world was not to judge but to save. However, judgment is the inevitable result for all who fail to receive Him.

The preaching of the gospel has two effects. Those who admit that they do not see (need salvation) are given sight (salvation). But those who insist that they can see perfectly, without the Lord Jesus (don’t need salvation), are confirmed in their blindness (remain condemned).

40) Those of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these things, and said to Him, "We are not blind too, are we?"  41) Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; but since you say, 'We see,' your sin remains.
“The Lord’s answer may be paraphrased as follows: 

‘If you admit that you are blind and sinful, and that you need a Savior, then your sins can be forgiven you, and you can be saved. But you profess that you are in need of nothing. You claim that you are righteous and that you have no sin. Therefore, there is no forgiveness of sins for you.’ When Jesus said, ‘… you would have no sin,’ He did not mean that they would be absolutely sinless. But He meant that comparatively speaking, they would be sinless. If they had only acknowledged their blindness in failing to recognize Him as Messiah, their sin would have been as nothing compared to the enormous sin of professing to see, yet failing to recognize Him as the Son of God.  
William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments, ed. Arthur Farstad (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1995), Jn 9:41.
Doubting Thomas, John 20:25-29
COLOSSIANS #30  (10-15-13)   

JESUS CHRIST, THE FIRSTBORN
Colossians 1:15    He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation... 
The firstborn,  PROTOTOKOS sadj.nsm;  having special status associated with a firstborn, 
“Pertaining to existing prior to something else ‘existing first, existing before.’ πρωτότοκος πάσης κτίσεως ‘existing before all creation’ or ‘existing before anything was created’ Col 1:15. It is possible to understand πρωτότοκος in Col 1:15 as ‘superior in status’... ” 
Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains (New York: United Bible Societies, 1996), 157.    
